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1. The year that was

The dominant story of the past year has undoubtedly been the COVID-19 pandemic. In Tasmania,
we have been immensely lucky to avoid the disruption experienced by much of the rest of the
world. This has allowed us to live something close to a normal life, albeit without the luxury of
international travel. The Australia-Japan Society of Tasmania has therefore been able to organise a
full program of face-to-face events throughout the year. Zoom has also allowed us to experiment
with different formats for our activities.

The highlight  of the year  was undoubtedly our 50th anniversary dinner,  which was held on 14
November 2020 at the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania. Our Patron, Her Excellency Professor the
Honourable Kate Warner AM, Governor of Tasmania, honoured us with her presence. A very fine
evening was enjoyed by all, with many beautiful cultural performances enhancing the food, wine
and conversation. We were also delighted to receive many generous donations from sponsors, as a
result of which many of us were lucky enough to win a prize in the raffle.

An important theme of our 51st year has been a determined effort to live up to our name. Rather than
holding all of our events in and around Hobart, we have endeavoured to hold events elsewhere in
Tasmania. In December, we broke with tradition and held our annual bōnenkai in Launceston. Lisa
Walkden organised  a  wonderful  Christmas  BBQ picnic  at  Cataract  Gorge  Reserve,  which  was
attended by more than 30 people. We were delighted to discover a thriving and largely unknown
Japanese community in northern Tasmania, which we have continued to involve in our activities
since. We now plan to hold our bōnenkai in the north of the State every year.

At the start of each year, we usually have the privilege and joy of welcoming the crew, cadets and
scientists of the Umitaka Maru to our shores. This year’s visit was unfortunately cancelled because
of the pandemic, but we were able to begin the year instead with the delayed 2020 edition of the
Japanese Film Festival. With a new home at Village Cinemas Glenorchy, we screened three free
films during February. The humanistic masterpiece Shoplifters was followed by the crowd-pleasing
anime  Penguin  Highway  and  the  genre-bending  drama  The  Reverse  Diaries.  As  always,  we
gratefully appreciate the support of the Japan Foundation Sydney.

We then held two online Conversations with Japan. In March we joined Michael and Tanami, the
proud owners of Myoko Mountain Lodge in Niigata Prefecture. Their blissful life in the Japanese
Alps, complete with sensational skiing, had us all longing for the days when we can once again
travel to Japan. Next, we joined Suz Wilkinson in April for an informal conversation about her life
as a defence spouse living in Japan. We saw a very different side to the country here, as she told us
about life in the Australian Embassy compound in Tokyo. We thank Michael, Tanami and Suz for
their generosity in sharing their lives and homes with us.

We also held another of our popular Cookalong events in May. Committee member Mayumi Toya
showed us how to cook a delicious Japanese curry, plus a selection of side dishes. We all enjoyed
the opportunity to cook and eat together, while also remaining in the comfort of our own homes.

Another highlight of the year came in July,  when we held the Tasmanian premiere of the film
Impossible to Imagine. Shot in Kyoto, with gorgeous cinematography and a hauntingly beautiful



soundtrack, the film is both a romance and a social commentary. We were particularly fortunate to
have the writer and director, Felicity Tillack, join us via Zoom from Japan for a memorable Q&A
session after the screening.

In September, we once again headed to northern Tasmania for a hanami picnic at Deloraine. We
have long wanted to organise a gathering of the Japanese community from all around Tasmania, and
we could not have hoped for a more perfect day. The cherry blossoms were in full bloom and the
weather blessed us with warm sunshine and endless blue skies. Around 80 people joined us in total,
enjoying not just each other’s company but also some sumi-e ink painting beneath the flowers.
Thank you to Lisa Walkden for making it all happen, and to the Japan Club Tasmania for sharing it
with us. We firmly expect this to become an annual tradition in future.

Over the course of the year, we also held a Ramen Night at KuruKuru Ramen Shop in Sandy Bay
and organised regular language exchange events at the State Cinema Cafe. Lastly, but by no means
least, the eyes of the world were upon Japan during July and August as Tokyo hosted the postponed
Olympic and Paralympic Games under extremely challenging circumstances.

We also had the pleasure of welcoming some new faces to our family. We are delighted that the new
Governor  of  Tasmania,  Her  Excellency  the  Honourable  Barbara  Baker  AC,  has  accepted  the
invitation to become our new Patron. We have also welcomed a new Japanese Ambassador, His
Excellency Shingo Yamagami, and a new Japanese Consul-General, His Excellency Junji Shimada.

2. The year ahead

As vaccination rates climb and borders begin to open, we can look forward to a gradual return
towards normality over the coming year. I know that many of us cannot wait to visit Japan again,
and I sincerely hope that we will have many travel stories to share at next year’s AGM. In the short
term, we were delighted to learn recently that the Umitaka Maru will be returning to Tasmania early
next year. It is unclear yet what restrictions might be in place, but we hope that we will at least be
able to treat the crew, cadets and scientists to the usual BBQ at Waterworks Reserve.

Trends in attendance at our events over the past year have shown that our members are suffering
from Zoom fatigue. Everyone clearly craves face-to-face interaction, and so we do not propose to
organise any more online events for the time being. During November, we can look forward to once
again hosting the Japanese Film Festival in Hobart. We are changing venues again this year, with
the films to be screened at Wide Angle Tasmania and Village Eastlands. We need to find a new
permanent home for the festival and have had promising discussions with Clarence City Council
regarding the possibility of holding it at Rosny Farm in future years.

Otherwise, we should continue to celebrate and develop our relationships with other organisations.
As well  as the strong and ongoing relationship with the City of Hobart,  we should work more
closely  with  other  local  governments  and  the  Japan  Club Tasmania.  Such  partnerships  benefit
everyone, allowing us to offer a greater range of events to our members.

In conclusion, as always, I would like to thank our members for their continuing support. I would
also like to thank the members of the Committee and the Social Working Group for their efforts in
ensuring that the Society has remained active throughout the pandemic. May we all remain well and
may the Society continue to thrive for another 50 years!
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